
PENNSYLVANIA ORNITIIOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE 
2469 Hammertown Road 

September 26, 1997 

Bill Murphy 
234 Orlemann Avenue 
Oreland, PA 19075 

Dear Bill, 

Narvon, PA 17555 

Thank you for submitting documentation on the female Summer Tanager you saw at Fort 
Washington S.P. on 13 May 1996 to P.O.R.C. After careful re\-iew, we regret that we are unable 
to accept this record. The committee was concerned that the description provided did not supply 
enough details of the bird's plumage to completely rule out the possibility of female Scarlet or 
Hepatic Tanager. Some members felt that both Summer and Scarlet Tanagers can show dusky or 
pale bills and that some female Scarlets and Hepatic Tanagers can show little contrast between the 
wings and the rest of the upperparts. 

This of course, does not mean the bird was not a female Summer Tanager, merely, that the 
record is not beyond reasonable doubt for acceptance 

We hope that this does not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rare 
birds you find in the future. Please be encouraged to send as much detail as possible when 
submitting a report. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Pulcinella 
Chairman 

Record# 780-01-1996 
P.S. Bill, if it any consolation, I voted for acceptance. 
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I Record No.:780-01-1996 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Swnmer Tanager (Piranga rubra) 

Date of Sighting: 13 May 1996 to 13 May 1996 
Location: FORT WASHINGTON STATE PARK 
County: MONTGOMERY 
Observer(s): Bill Murphy 

Date of Submission: 1996 
Submitted by: Bill Murphy 
Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class m Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas X 
N. Pulcinella X 
E. Kwater X 
R. Ickes ''y 

, 
G. Mc Williams 'Y 

X 
r 

P. Schwalbe 

S. Feldstein V 
TOTALS 7 7 r I 
DECISION X 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): ~c~ Date: ;;__ _,;;_;2-y7 




